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Editorial - By Alcot Walker
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Apart from inspiring and transforming 
the lives of countless people, Yahshua 
established a new community of people 
with new motivation and new aspirations.  
The purpose of this new community was to 
continue His mission in the world until He 
returned.  I think we can safely say that 
the human condition hasn’t changed that 
much over thousands of years - people 
are still sinful, wayward, self-centred and 
rebellious.  Therefore, the mission goes on. 

The original community Yahshua left 
exemplified the things He taught, 
employed the resources He gave, lived 
the life He lived and so ‘turned the world 
upside down’.  Scores of people came into 
Yahweh’s Kingdom and began to live their 
lives according to its pattern. 

From the earliest days of the congregation 
up to the present time, its mission has been 
‘restorative’ – bringing people back to 
the Ancient Paths (see Jeremiah 6:16), to 

justice and fairness, to right living toward 
Yahweh and one another.  This restorative 
element is intrinsic to the Gospel message.  
Today this same message must be 
proclaimed and lived, so the world may be 
‘turned the right way up’.

In this edition of Ha’Shem we look at some 
issues that are prevalent in modern society 
and discuss how believers should live and 
engage the world, given the restorative   
nature of church’s mission.

Yahshua’s earthly mission was simple: to bring humanity back under the rule of His Father.
It was a mission of world changing proportion.  Yahshua Himself summed it up this way:

His Mission
         is Our Mission

“The Spirit of [Yahweh] is on Me, 
because He has anointed Me 

to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent Me 

to proclaim freedom to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to set free the oppressed, 
to proclaim the year of [Yahweh’s] favour” 

 
(Luke 4:18-19, Holman Christian Standard Bible).
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Current - By Richard Willetts

PROGRESSION 
in the RECESSION

The current UK Prime Minister, David Cameron, has recently 
come under fire for promoting what he calls the ‘Big 
Society’.  The public perception of this is that power is to be 
transferred from local and national organisations (who are 
paid to provide certain services) to local communities and 
voluntary groups who are not.  Some cynics see this as a 
way of implementing cuts in the massive national debt, others 
as a significant move away from the ‘nanny state’, giving 
more power to the people.  What I see is a tremendous 
opportunity for the Church.  Yahweh is opening the door for 
Christians in the UK to massively increase our influence and 
opportunity to share our message and values.  Think about it: 
when it comes to passion for people and the desire to help 
others and build community, who better to provide this than 
the genuine followers of Yahshua?

Yahshua encouraged us to: 

“Let your light shine before men that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your father who 
is in heaven.”

In order to do this we must be sure of two things: 

Firstly, we must perform good deeds.  

Good deeds are acts of 
kindness, not good 
intentions and a lovely 
warm feeling!
Yahshua made it abundantly clear what being a good 
neighbour is - it is about meeting the need on your doorstep 
without discrimination.

Secondly, men need to see our good deeds.  If all our good 
deeds are performed only within the Church then who’s 
going to see them?  It’s clear to me that our love for one 
another and willingness to ‘do life together’ must extend 
beyond the Church to our non-Christian neighbours and 
the wider community, without compromising our values or 
lifestyle, but with particular emphasis on the poor.

I expect to pass through life 
but once.  If therefore, there be 
any kindness I can show, or any 
good thing I can do to any fellow 
being, let me do it now, and not 
defer or neglect it, as I shall not 
pass this way again.  

(William Penn)
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This sounds great on paper, but the problem is that we 
are all so busy!  In our cash strapped lives, many of us 
have to work longer hours for less money to support 
our families (I know I am!).  The scriptures give us an 
answer to this - it’s called the Kingdom of Heaven.  
Our Father in heaven owns everything.

He encourages us to seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness (extending His presence and influence 
in the world) and He will see to the rest.  I have been 
amazed at how this principle works even when times 
are tough and money is tight; Yahweh’s storehouses 
are always full.  Just recently I asked Yahweh for a new 
car and, through a series of surprising events, was able 
to trade in a ten-year-old car for a ‘just-under-5-year-
old’ car worth three times what I paid for the original.  
I work for less, yet I am receiving more!  Why? 
Because Yahweh’s Kingdom comes first!

As well as asking Yahweh, we can take some 
practical steps.  2010 was a year of expansion for 
the Aylesbury church in terms of our interaction with 
the local community.  In addition to our weekly Drop-
In facility and Senior Citizens Lunch Club, we have 
started providing weekly music lessons and dance and 
drama sessions for children and youth in our area.

We recently had a meeting with the local 
charitable organisation that has been 
providing us with some funding.  As I write we 
expect to receive funding for all our activities 

for the next two years, as well as a small amount of 
wages that will make up for the recent shortfall in our 
own finances.

What is more we were invited to share our vision 
for our local community at Speakers House at the 
House of Commons in London.  We are following in 
the footsteps of saints of old like Daniel, Nehemiah 
and Esther, taking this message of the Kingdom to the 
echelons of power.  This is where the Church should 
be.  In loving and serving others we can help shape 
the world we live in - all for Yahweh’s glory and His 
purposes!
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Feature - By Esther Chopping

Looking for love...      in all the WRONG places

You settle down to watch a good film and up pops an 
advertisement.  “Tired of looking for someone suitable? Let us do 
it for you!” You think, “Yes, I’ll sign up to that! Being in a romantic 
relationship will fill the space inside me; that’s where I’ll get the 
love I need.”  Do you have the idea that a husband or wife will 
’complete’ you – meet all the needs in your life, sort out the issues 
you have?  Are you looking for love?  What’s your idea of love?  
Where are you looking for it?  

Without a doubt human beings have a desire to give and receive 
love.  We were made that way. Yahweh didn’t create us to be 
alone.  It is interesting that it was Yahweh, not Adam, who said 
it was not good for man to be alone; and so He created woman 
(Genesis 2). 
 

From the beginning Yahweh 
planned for a man to be in 
covenant relationship with a 
woman. 

Esther’s article will strike a chord with you and people across 
the world who are unhappy with the explosion of ‘free love’ in 
Western society, who desperately want to see the tide rolled 

back.  There are loud voices campaigning to make the principle 
of marriage something far less than the scriptures intended.  Sex 

has become the right of all irrespective of age and position in 
life.  Not so long ago it was a disgrace to have children outside 
of marriage, indeed to have sex before marriage.  Today, if you 

still admit to being a virgin at 15 you’re regarded as a misfit.  This 
is tragic as children are being terribly misled about love, sex, and 
relationships.  Rather than accepting this direction of travel, and in 
some cases following the practice of the masses, the church must 
speak out against this sin.  Believers must also pray and, through 
their lifestyle, teach the ‘now generation’ the biblical standard for 

wholesome relationships.  It is part of our restorative mission! 

Editor’s Comment...
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Looking for love...      in all the WRONG places
However, your reality might be 
quite different to this.  You may be 
single wishing you were married, 
even married wishing you were 
single, or blessed with being happy 
just the way you are.  Whatever our 
circumstances we human beings 
have certain needs common to us 
all.  We have spiritual needs, the 
desire to have a relationship with 
our Creator; physical needs, the 
requirements of food and shelter; 
emotional needs, the necessity to 
be loved and to belong; and sexual 
needs.  In the quest to be loved 
has ‘society’ settled for less than 
the best by focusing excessively on 
sexual needs and the physical act 
of lovemaking? 

If we take a look around we find 
sex is everywhere, flaunting itself 
on television, in books, magazines, 
films, posters, newspapers, radio 
and music.  Premarital sex is widely 
accepted; ‘one night stands’ seem 
to have become ‘the norm’.  Is this 
how to find love?  I am reminded 
of the Samaritan woman Yahshua 
spoke to at the well in John 4.  He 
told her to go and call her husband 
and to come back.  She replied 
that she didn’t have a husband 
and Yahshua said to her, “You are 
right when you say you have no 
husband.  The fact is, you have 
had five husbands, and the man 
you now have is not your husband.  
What you have said is quite true.”  
The Bible doesn’t tell us why the 

Samaritan woman had had six men 
in her life.  We can only speculate.  
Was she trying to satisfy the deep 
need in her heart to be loved?  
Looking for it in relationships and 
not finding it?  Moving from one 
sexual relationship to the next 
desperate for the love her heart 
craved?  Maybe thinking issues 
in her life could be resolved by 
someone else?  

Let’s take a few moments to 
consider the effect that moving 
from one partner to another has 
on people’s lives.  There is a clear, 
biblical standard.  In Genesis 
2:24 we read, “For this reason 
a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, 
and they will become one flesh.”  
Sexual intercourse was created by 
Yahweh; between a husband and 
wife it can be holy and beautiful, 
part of a covenanted, committed 
and intimate relationship.  

What about outside of marriage?  
The Bible tells us in Acts 15:29 to 
“abstain… from sexual immorality.”  
It also tells us in Exodus 20 not 
to commit adultery.  In Revelation 
21 Yahweh says that the sexually 
immoral, along with the cowardly, 
the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, those who practice 
magic arts, the idolaters and all 
liars will end up in the fiery lake 
of burning sulphur; but those who 
overcome will inherit eternal life, 
where there will be no more death, 

crying or pain.  I have to ask myself 
why Yahweh would say that sexual 
intercourse outside of marriage 
is sin.  Why would He tell people 
who are married to remain faithful 
to their husband or wife?  Is it 
because He is a tyrannical, mean 
God who wants to ‘spoil your 
fun’?  No, He is a Heavenly Father 
who loves us and knows what is 
best for us.  He created us, and 
everything He says is for a purpose 
and for our good.  He knows that 
with sexual intercourse comes the 
deep, bonding soul tie the Bible 
speaks about as ‘becoming one 
flesh’.  If you were unfortunate 
enough to superglue your fingers 
together they would be strongly 
bonded.  If you decided you 
wanted them separated and forced 
your fingers apart they would 
probably be ripped to shreds, 
skin, blood and flesh; it would be 
extremely painful.  When a couple 
have sex a deep bond is formed; 
when that relationship ends and 
the couple separates that bond is 
ripped apart and causes immense 
pain; emotionally, fragments of the 
couple are left with each other.  

Casual sex in our society has 
resulted in high levels of sexually 
transmitted diseases, large numbers 
of teenage pregnancies, increased 
cases of abortion; and huge pres-
sure on young people to give up 
their virginity before marriage.  

Affairs wreck lives, and wreck families.

When we rely on others to fill our cup, to provide our sense of security 
and love, we are looking for love in all the wrong places.  

(Gaynor Parke)
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We cannot live only for ourselves.  
A thousand fibres connect us with our fellow 
men. 

(Herman Melville)

Yahweh has called us 
all, no matter what our 
relationship status, to 
be holy. 
 
For those of us who are unmarried that includes 
abstaining from sexual intercourse.  Is that even 
possible in this day and age?  Yes, it is.  Yahweh 
wouldn’t ask anything of us that He wouldn’t give 
us the strength and grace to do.  Is it easy?  I would 
be lying to you, and to myself, if I said that it has 
been easy for me to be celibate, especially when in 
a relationship.  However, I would say that I believe 
it is a matter of deciding in your mind and heart 
that the only person you are going to have sexual 
intercourse with is the person to whom you are mar-
ried.  If you are in a relationship, then talk about it 
now.  Leaving that decision until you find yourselves 
in a sexually-charged, compromising situation isn’t 
going to work.  Know yourself, know your weak-
nesses, know your temptations - and steer clear of 
them.  It is possible with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
as you give in to Him and give way to His work in 
your life.  Yahweh truly knows us and has willed for 
a man and woman to marry until death parts them; 
to have a loving, healthy relationship.  Yahweh 
wants people restored to wholesome marriages, 
sex-life, and family life; He wants His best for us.

So, then, is love only for married people who have 
a loving relationship?  I believe Yahshua gave the 
Samaritan woman the answer to our quest to be 
loved when he said to her, “Everyone who drinks 

this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks 
the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the 
water I give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14).  
Through repentance and the cleansing of our sin 
by the power that’s in Yahshua’s blood we have 
access to the Heavenly Father, and therefore we 
can have a pure, holy, intimate relationship with 
Him.  I dare to say we can be His friends as we 
love, follow and obey Him.  My experience is that 
Yahweh’s love is higher, deeper and wider than 
any human love I have known.  As He fills us with 
His love, and as His Word comes alive in us and is 
demonstrated in our lives, we can give a pure love 
to others and receive a pure love from them. 

People need people; community was Yahweh’s 
design.  There are varying degrees of love and 
friendship.  Some people are acquaintances 
whom we acknowledge occasionally but we don’t 
know them.  Others are casual friends whom we 
communicate with on a basic level.  We may have 
additional friends of varying closeness.  Then there 
are our friends with whom we have a deep, close 
relationship.  I have a couple of these.  We know 
each other exceedingly well, are of like mind, are 
very close, and we understand each other.  In 
the Body of Yahshua Yahweh wants to restore 
true, authentic, pure, close, friendships between 
believers.  He wants us to care for each other, to 
help each other, love each other with His love, go 
the extra mile for each other; eat, pray, fellowship 
and work together, and be united in sharing the 
Good News of the Gospel with people searching 
for love.
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The Disciple’s Dugout - By Hizzie Nazombe

The Word ‘disciple’ translates the Greek ‘mathetes’, 
meaning a learner, a pupil.  Matthew 4:18-22 
describes the calling of Yahshua’s first disciples. In 
calling them He said, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 1   

A disciple is an apprentice, a follower of one who is 
greater and more influential.  At the end of Matthew, 
we arrive at another statement Yahshua made to those 
same disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples…” 
(Matthew 28:19-20). 

It took about three years from the time Yahshua made 
the first statement, “Come and follow me”, and the 
last, “Go and make disciples”.  Over this period the 
apprentice disciples underwent training; their lives 
were transformed through a development process 
– discipleship.  This is a process characterised by 
activities which guide apprentices to become spiritually 
mature and zealous for Messiah who then reproduce 
equally passionate, mature followers.

Editor’s Comment:
Discipleship is not a destination but a process.  It is centred 
on developing people, seeing them experience change 
and transformation as they imitate Yahshua.  This is the 
goal of discipleship.

Fellow pastors and leaders, the success of our 
congregations should not be described in terms of the 
number of people that attend our services, how much 
money we collect in our offerings, the programmes and 
services we provide, or the size and quality of our place 
of worship.  Our success should and must be measured 

by the spiritual quality of our members’ lives.  Equally, our 
members shouldn’t define their spiritual success in terms 
of how much of the Bible they know, their attendance at 
meetings, how many activities they’re involved in; but rather 
the quality of their life in relation to Yahshua’s.

As leaders, we must encourage our members to become 
real disciples and offer them the tools they need to grow 
in their relationship with Yahshua, in their knowledge of the 
scriptures, and of how to transfer that knowledge into their 
lives; how to develop and use spiritual gifts; how to take 
up and grow in spiritual virtues.

The Apprentice 

Continued...1All quotations in this article are taken from the New King James Version.
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1.  CONNECTING WITH YAHWEH 
AND OTHERS

  As we discovered in Matthew 4, Yahshua 
called the fishermen to follow Him.  They had to 
respond positively to His call by following Him.  
In following Yahshua, there were certain things 
to abandon, and others to learn together; things 
He taught them.  The ‘connecting’ stage is the 
place where a person’s broken relationship with 
Yahweh (because of sin) is restored through faith 
in Yahshua’s death and resurrection.  Through this 
relationship he/she is also connected to others 
who have been restored and are part of Yahshua’s 
Church Family.  We become one Body of Yahshua 
(see 1 Corinthians 12:27, Ephesians 4:16 and 1 
Corinthians 6:17). 

2.  GROWING IN RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YAHWEH AND OTHERS

  As we progress in our journey of discipleship, 
we grow in our relationship with Yahweh and 
with others.  This takes place almost immediately 
after we have connected with Yahweh.  We are 
offered the means to grow in our knowledge of 
the scriptures and in understanding how to transfer 
that knowledge into our lives, “...till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

The Disciple’s Dugout - Continued

THE DISCIPLESHIP PROCESS

“Discipleship is 
more than getting 
to know what the 
teacher knows.  

It is getting to be 
what he is.”  

-Juan Carlos Ortiz



Son of [Yahweh], to a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of [Messiah]…” 
(Ephesians 4:13).  In His grace Yahweh gives us 
gifts and abilities. These are not for self-service 
or self-gratification but to do His work.  At this 
stage apprentices also encounter certain qualities 
and demands which we can call the marks of 
discipleship.  They are required to learn, absorb 
and practise daily as Yahshua lives His life through 
them.  We can summarise these qualities and 
demands as: obedience, fruitfulness, faithfulness, 
perseverance, love, humility, surrender of all, 
bearing the cross, etc. (John 14:15, 15:8, 8:31, 
13:35, Matthew 10:24-25, 16:24-25, Luke 14:26, 
33).  Yahweh’s purpose for us is to become like His 
Son and help others to do the same.

3. SERVING YAHWEH AND OTHERS

  The gifts and abilities Yahweh gives us are for 
serving Him and others.  “Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in 
our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he 
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 
shows mercy, with cheerfulness” (Romans 12:6-8).  

The goal of discipleship is to become like Yahshua 
and do His work.  During His earthly ministry, there 
came a time when He sent out His disciples to do 
what He had been doing (see Luke 9:1-11).

4. SHARING YAHWEH WITH OTHERS

  This is the stage of our journey where Yahshua tells 
us, “Go and make disciples” (see Matthew 28:19-
20).  We’re no longer novices; we have learnt the 
art of being a disciple.  Now Yahshua wants us 
to go into our villages, towns, districts, country, or 
world and share the Gospel of His Kingdom with 
others.  “As You sent Me into the world, I also have 
sent them into the world” (John 17:18).  Yahweh 
fills us with the power of the Holy Spirit to enable 
us to make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 
the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all the things 
that Yahshua has commanded us.  And He has 
promised to be with us always, even to the end of 
the age.  Halleluyah!

THE DISCIPLESHIP PROCESS

“Only a disciple can 
make a disciple.”  

 
-A.W. Tozer
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“All growth that is not toward 
[Yahweh] is growing to decay.” 
 
-George MacDonald



The following questions were put
to me, and I would like to share my

heart and vision in answering them. 

Youth - By Samuel McLeod

Power of 
Musical
shoots 

Power of Musical
shoots 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.”

-Proverbs 22:6, King James Version

At the age of three and a half, the Holy Spirit impressed on my heart to write my first song:

Oh, oh Yahweh keep it burning in my soul (x4).

At the age of ten, I learned to play the organ and piano using worship tapes.  From twelve 
to seventeen I was involved in the semi-professional world of Stage and Theatre.  At 
eighteen (after a year at a Ministry Training College) I became a lead musician for a local 
congregation.  The huge responsibility of a Lead Musician in the congregation was placed 
on my shoulders at nineteen and I have always regarded it as a very high privilege and 
honour.

Having to step quickly into the shoes of a person I’d revered and respected as a ’musical 
genius’ for most of my life was a very scary, exciting, challenging, and humbling experience.  
It required a lot of time, effort, hard work, and spiritual virtue!

I recall what the senior minister said to me at this early stage of my ministry:  “Learn 
everything you can from your tutors and mentors, son…but find your own way of expression 
and always seek the anointing power of the Holy Spirit, and this can only be accomplished 
through prayer and your personal relationship with Yahweh.”

From youth, I presented my passion for singing and my other creative gifts to Yahweh for His 
service and this has always brought blessings, direction, and correction to my life.
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The following questions were put
to me, and I would like to share my

heart and vision in answering them. 

 How should 
musical worship 
be done in this 
day and age? 

•  Through ‘Creative 
Communication’, i.e. 
singing, instrument 
playing, dance, drama, 
Scripture Presentations

•   To always glorify 
Yahweh, strengthen and 
build the church, and 
declare Yahshua’s love 
to those seeking Him 

   How could young 
people express 
the genuine love 
they have for 
Yahshua in a 
legitimate way?

•   By writing lyrics, poetry, 
personal testimonies, 
singing, rapping, 
acting, dancing, 
mime, storytelling, 
multimedia production, 
photography, video, 
stage management – to 
name a few!

How can we 
achieve this?

•  An ‘Academy of The 
Creative Arts’ to help 
master and perfect 
the art of Music and 
Worship 

•  Professional tuition and 
training 

•  Personal mentoring, 
study and research

•  Creative Arts 
Workshops to produce 
learning materials and 
create productions for 
performing

•  Discussions to unleash 
inspiration and 
creativity

How can young 
people contribute 
to this?

•  Young people know 
what their peers want!

•  By getting involved!

•  By sending realistic 
ideas to their local 
Youth Leader!

•  By praying for 
inspiration and funding!
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As I look back over my life, I see that Yahweh 
planted a seed of ‘musical worship and 
expression’ within me. The shoots are still 
growing, developing and maturing today.

 
As worshippers we must allow Yahshua to govern, 
guard and guide our hearts, and we must daily 
expose ourselves to the Spirit’s breath and 
leading.

 
No one is an island in ministry.  We must work, 
share and grow together like the Levites in the 
books of Chronicles who led Israel in worship.
 

I believe our worship has to be 
T.E.A.M. driven:  

True
Empowered
All aged
Ministry
 
You can make an impact in your generation, 
inside and outside your local church by giving 
Yahweh your lyrics, music, vocals, and dramatic 
arts gift and abilities.  

“Remember now your Creator 
in the days of your youth.“

-Ecclesiastes12:1, NKJV

-



My Story - By Pritam Josephs

Passover is one of those few things in life that comes around 
once a year, and yet it keeps you going for just about the 
whole year.  Passover is the day when candles are put 
in the menorah and are lit.  Passover is the day when my 
dad is absolutely fine with me staying out until 11 o’clock 
at night even though we’ve got to wake up early the next 
day.  Passover, for me, is that great day of the year when 
everything can be put aside and a small hall in Hitchin is lit 
up with excitement and joy…

The day of the Passover Meal is always one of the best 
days of the year.  The first thing we do is set up the room.  
Everybody gets there early so we have plenty of time to set 
up.  We’re all given jobs to do, and it’s a rare day when I 
am actually happy to be given a job!  It’s also great to see 
my friends putting down their games consoles and helping 
somebody put out nameplates, setting tables, etc.  However, 
it’s not all work.  We’ve all got there early, so there’s no 
rush, and there is plenty of time for fun and jokes!  During 
the presentation of the Passover story, we all contribute, 
whether it’s a poem of a plague, reading a script, or 
singing a song!  We are a big family together, and this is 
felt.

Straightaway it’s the Feast of Unleavened Bread, one of 
my personal favourite times of the year.  Not only will I get 
a chance to meet up with people I haven’t seen for a long 
time, but we get to do the one thing we all enjoy, spend 
time with Yahweh and praise Him for all He’s done for us, 
while still learning more about the Bible.  One of the special 
things about the Feast is that I can walk down an aisle and 
be stopped by people who just want to say a simple ‘hello’.  
What’s so special is the fact that people are willing to stop 
just to talk.  For me, that is amazing, and it’s something I 
really appreciate.

I am always excited about going to the Feast.  There 
is always at least one sermon, one testimony and 
a scripture presentation that really challenges me.  
The main message, and maybe some specific 
phrases, sticks in my mind, and so I remember it 
and I can apply it in certain situations.  It doesn’t 
make me perfect; I still make plenty of mistakes, 

which is why I love going to the Feast.  Why do I love the 
Feasts more than I love the regular Sabbath meetings?  
What makes them even more special?

If you were playing football, eleven goalkeepers in your 
team wouldn’t be great, nor would eleven defenders, 
midfielders or strikers.  In all team sports, you need different 
types of players.

Our journey is like a team sport.  We all have a part to 
play.  If everyone plays well, the team plays well.  There are 
specific roles, and if we carry them out well in every game, 
we will succeed.  But we won’t perform well in every game.  
There will be bad games, but we can still be legends in our 
sport if we work hard and take time correcting mistakes we 
make.

We rely on our teammates to help us out on and off the 
pitch.  While one might be a defender and do things one 
way, another might be a striker, and they will do things in 
a different way.  We can rely on our teammates to push 
themselves harder during the cup finals than during a 
weekly match.  Without helping each other along the way, 
we could never fulfil our potential.  You will notice that all 
sporting legends belonged to excellent teams. 

Passover and Unleavened Bread are special because we 
can meet as one big family, a community, one big team.  
When there is a family, there is love, and I can’t think of 
another time when love is felt more than during the Feast.

PASSOVERLO    E PASSOVER
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Feature - By Alcot Walker

Every year lots of young people fill the residential halls 
and faculties of universities hoping to be successful in their 
studies.  I remember when our daughter left home for 
university.  Perhaps at the top of her list of things to look 
forward to was being ‘out of mum and dad’s reach’ and 
getting into independent living; she was also keen to develop 
her creative talents, leading to a great career as a designer.  
She loved university life, worked hard, and graduated.  
However, like thousands of other students, having graduated 
with great pomp and ceremony she plunged into a world 
of uncertainty.  “Where and how am I going to practise my 
craft?” she asked.  With all her learning and training she 
needed a clear purpose for her life.  It’s hard to believe that 
many thousands of students, having qualified in a particular 
field of knowledge, end up with jobs they didn’t train for; jobs 
that require less qualification and pay a lot less than their 
training should command.  The majority take jobs simply to 
put money into their pockets.  Sadly, many get trapped in 
work that has nothing to do with the training they received 
and don’t fulfil the purpose for their lives.  Thankfully my 
daughter is working hard, with a little encouragement from 
mum and dad, to be occupied in the area she is gifted and 
trained in – it’s her passion and she is adamant it will be her 
profession and vocation.

George Washington Carver said, “No individual has the 
right to come into the world and go out of it without leaving 

behind him distinct and legitimate reasons for having 
passed through it.”  Carver knew what he was talking about 
because of the harsh realities of his own life.  In 1884 he 
was born into slavery; owned by a German American 
immigrant called Moses Carver, he suffered the indignity of 
being kept and treated like cattle.  From the time he was 
born to sometime after slavery was abolished George was 
known as ‘Carver’s George’, indicating who his master was.  
However, from a young boy he had a thirst for education 
and, after slavery was abolished, at the age of thirteen he 
began attending a series of schools and colleges.  His story 
is fascinating because this slave boy rose to become one of 
America’s leading scientists and educators, being admired 
by the president himself.  According to George everyone 
coming into the world should have a purpose for being here, 
and their life should ultimately reflect that 
purpose. 

Connecting Training to Purpose

A LIFE’S WORK

George 
Washington 

Carver
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Yahshua – A Man with a Purpose
Yahshua came into the world with a purpose.  His life’s 
mission was prearranged and directed by the ‘God’ of heaven 
and earth.  It was a mission to radically change the course 
of human history by sacrificing Himself so people who had 
previously turned their backs on Yahweh could come to have a 
positive and meaningful relationship with His Father.  Growing 
up He gave Himself to learning and training even though He 
was of divine origin and was divinely endowed.  At the age 
of twelve he debated with eminent people in the temple and 
declared to His parents that He must be doing the business 
of His Father in heaven (Luke 2:49).  At the age of 30 He 
declared His mission to the whole community by saying, “The 
Spirit of [Yahweh] is on me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of [Yahweh’s] 
favour” (Luke 4:18-19). 

Not many enter into 
life with a compelling 
purpose that drives 
them forward each 
day. 
 
 
Yahshua did.  Part of His mission was to call, train, and 
send out followers who would, with similar commitment and 
passion, participate in His mission.  He hand-picked twelve 
of them and they willingly followed Him everywhere.  With 
great skill Yahshua taught these disciples, showing them by 
His own actions a new way of relating to Yahweh and each 
other.  He had them up close and made them focus on the 
issues that mattered to Yahweh and those who had need 
of Him.  They witnessed, first-hand, His amazing miracles 
and healings, many of which were borne out of His deep 
compassion for people.  Although He ran an exhausting 
ministry campaign in and around Galilee, He never turned 
people away, never lost focus, but stayed committed and on 
mission.  Yahshua had an energy and strength that evidently 
came from being focussed on and doing His Father’s will 
(see John 4:31-34).  This was His vocation, His life’s work 
which led Him to give His life’s blood to rescue people from 
their sins.  With His coming the struggle for the lost souls of 
humanity rose to another level.  His death and resurrection 
brought forgiveness, freedom, wholeness, righteousness and 
eternal life for as many as turned to Him.  At His ascension 
He commissioned His followers to take His life and message 
to every creature in every part of the world.  His mission 
through them was to save the world.

Paul’s Story
Those disciples of His, through their devotion to Him and 
commitment to His mission, were responsible for turning the 
then-known world upside down.  One of His followers, Paul, a 
former Pharisaic rabbi, gave his whole life to bringing countless 
numbers of people to know Yahshua.  His rabbinic learning 
and training was not in vain because we see it deployed in 
persuading many to come to faith in the Messiah.  Paul himself 
said, “. . . my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for 
finishing the work assigned me by the Lord [Yahshua]—the work 
of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of 
[Yahweh]” (Acts 20:24, New Living Translation).  And towards 
the end of his life and ministry he was able to write, “I am 
already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time 
for my departure is close.  I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.  In the future, there is 
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which [Yahshua], 
the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to 
me, but to all those who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 
4:6-8, Holman Christian Standard Bible).  In the footsteps of 
his Master, Paul was a man with a purpose and a mission.  We 
can now look back at his life with some admiration, and see that 
he certainly “left behind him distinct and legitimate reasons for 
having passed through the world.”  His life was poured out like 
water on a parched field whose crops desperately needed life 
and nourishment.  He gave every moment of his life to a holy 
cause that brought hope to millions.  His ‘life’s work’ continued 
the work of restoring people to their Maker.

It is common for people to become dissatisfied with their 
work, the joy having gone out of it for them; some lose sight 
of why they came into that sphere of work in the first place; 
they want a fresh start in a new working environment.  Why?  
Because people want and need to know that their lives will 
count for something.  This should be much more the case for 
children of the Kingdom because the scriptures clearly say, 
“We have been created by the Anointed One [Yahshua] to 
do the good things [Yahweh] prepared beforehand for us to 
do, and to live how he wanted us to live” (Ephesians 2:10, 
The Source New Testament).  
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The time of the early disciples has come and gone; the 
people of past generations have given themselves in the 
service of the Master.  In our days wayward people still walk 
the planet; people are still dying in their sin, and the mission 
of the Master is still in place.  However, time is ebbing away, 
another year has passed and we are hurtling ever closer to 
the end; we need to reflect on our life’s work!  As with the 
early disciples, Yahshua wants us trained: to have our gifts 
and talents honed, to become competent servants for work 
in the Kingdom.  This is the exact purpose of the ‘five-fold’ 
ministry gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4:11.  It’s good for us 
to take ‘time out’ to consider whether we are doing the work 
we were called and trained to do in the Kingdom or stuck 
somewhere else; and if we’re still focussed on the mission 
of the Master, or have lost sight of why we’re in Yahshua’s 
service. 

From this self-examination you could find your fresh start, a 
renewing of passion for service if you are among those who 
have lost motivation and focus.  In this technically advanced 
age with its ‘must have’ gadgets and ‘must have’ leisure and 
pleasure it’s so easy to get distracted from our purpose.  It 
takes strength, courage and real devotion to say with the 
apostle Paul, “My life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for 
finishing the work assigned me by the Lord [Yahshua].”  And 

yet that’s what we must do.  If we don’t we run the risk of using 
our Yah-given gifts and talents not to serve the Kingdom of 
Yahweh, but to make a life for ourselves - for which there is no 
eternal reward. 

We’ve been given a life to live in this world.  How we live 
it, what we use it for, to what we devote it is up to us.  One 
thing is clear;

heaven has a clear 
purpose for our lives 
 
It is the same that Yahshua had, that His apostles and 
early disciples had – to restore broken, wayward, troubled 
people to the Father.  The Elohim of heaven asks us, 
through His Son, to devote ourselves to that purpose.  In 
giving ourselves wholly to the purpose and mission of our 
Master, our own lives will be transformed and we will see 
the oppressed being liberated, nurtured in the ways of the 
Almighty, and finding purpose for their lives.  This is to be 
our life’s work.

In Our Time
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Heart & Soul - By Valerie Warsop

Feeling Good About 
Being Different

“Your struggles develop your strengths.  When you go through hardships and decide not to 
surrender, that is strength.” -Arnold Schwarzenegger

I was brought up in a post-war household that had been hit by a 
hurricane – my father’s wartime conversion!  In 1945 my 
21-year old mother waved goodbye to her 23-year old atheistic 
husband, holding 3-month old me very closely; my father had 
been ‘posted abroad’ and she had no idea whether we’d see 
him again! 

When he returned from Israel more than two years later she met 
him on the train station platform with a sinking heart.  As she saw 
him across the crowded platform, she asked herself, “Who is this 
stranger, my husband?”  From that moment, life was ‘different’.  
My father came home with a salvation that had transformed 
him totally.  He plunged enthusiastically into a life that would 
constantly transform anyone who would listen to him!

I didn’t understand how different we were until I started school.  
In our house we listened to no radio (except for the news), had 
no newspapers, no television, very few comics – and even these 
were stopped before I got to secondary school.  Pop music 
– what was that?  At school he refused to let me do gym in 
regulation gym wear - because it was my underwear, albeit 
very thick and modest in those days!  When the headmistress, 
equally adamant, refused to let me wear knee-length shorts and 
a tee shirt, my father took his complaint all the way to the top, 
getting written permission from the Director of Education of the 
entire county!  I was about nine, doing gym in my shorts and 
top, and was not only teased by my peers, but made to feel 
confused and uncomfortable by the persistent disapproval of the 
staff.  I learned early on that following Yahshua could be very 
demanding, isolating, and frequently embarrassing.

The gym-wear saga is like a parable describing life in the service 
of my Beloved Yahshua.  The Congregation I belong to has 
always been ‘different’; maybe more so at first, since many of 
the truths we hold dear are now finding an echo in searching 
hearts around the world.

Going against the tide of popular belief and opinion was 
never easy.  Leaders and members of the Congregation were 
marginalised and misunderstood by most of their Christian peers 
and often by their own families.  For about twenty years we 
were very isolated and knew little in the way of inter-fellowship 
and support.  On the positive side we were thrown together 
for strength and consolation in times of trial and this created a 
foundation of love, endurance and maturity, which blossomed 
into a true reflection of Biblical Community.  Never be afraid of 
standing for truth.  Yahweh’s People bloom in difficult times and 

grow strong when exposed to hardship and testing.

Leaders of Yahweh’s People have huge responsibilities, not least 
the obligation to follow hard after Yahweh and lead His flock with 
decisiveness, compassion and love.  A leader must determine to 
know the truth then resolutely lead the way into living it.  A leader 
must not flinch from the path of truth because the demands are 
‘too great’, or because he/she feels it is ‘too much’ to require of 
people.  My experience is that Yahweh’s People are amazing 
and their ability to live by righteous standards and to stand for 
truth regardless of the consequences is second to none.  

When inspired and directed 
by someone passionately 
leading the way in 
dedication, separation from 
the world, holiness and truth, 
Yahweh’s People will set 
their hearts to follow with 
obedience and joy.  They 
may anguish under the 
pressures of isolation and 
rejection, but they will be 
strengthened and grounded, 
too.

I have often been challenged 
by Jeremiah 6:16: “Stand at the 
crossroads and look; ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good 
way is, and walk in it, and you will 
find rest for your souls.”  Leaders, 
set your hearts on Him, seek His 
will, expect to take the People with 
you, and be leaders and examples 
in all that the ‘ancient paths’ 
demand. 

“Following the path 
of truth never means 
shutting the door on 
those who don’t see 
the truth as yet.” 
-Alcot A. Walker
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It’s 2011 and the world is very different 
from how it was 10-15 years ago.  
Things have changed so much and those 
who have seen these changes will agree 
with me.  Changes in fashion (which 
actually goes round in circles), music 
and technology have taken the world by 
storm and nowadays it’s all about being 
known and having a public, Internet 
profile, e.g. MySpace, Facebook and 
Twitter. 

It used to be clear that a man was 
expected to work and provide for his 
family, while the wife was expected to 
take care of the home.  Some men also 
thought they were better than women, as 
well.

Nowadays it’s not like that in the 
West or the developed world because 
women and men go to work and, in a 
lot of cases, both have to work in order 
to pay all the bills and put food on the 
table.  Men and women face so many 
challenges in terms of what’s expected 
of them as males and females. 

I spoke with two young men under 19 
years of age to try to get an idea of how 
young men view themselves and what 
they feel is expected of them, both from 
society and ultimately from Yahweh.

When I asked how they thought a man 
was supposed to be, the following 
phrases came out: “Be who you want to 
be”, “Whatever you are, you are a man”, 
“Just to be the head, a leader”, “Being 
brave, having courage”.  “Someone 
who gets stuck in, not afraid to get his 
hands dirty, someone who does right 
and doesn’t do it just for himself.”

Although I’m a man and could be 
accused of bias, I’ll risk saying that these 
aren’t bad qualities.  It still appears that 
even in a time of ‘independent women’ 
(remember the song by Destiny’s Child?) 
the young male still feels he should live 
out the traditional male role that goes 
back thousands of years.

With my extra bit of experience and 
wisdom, I understand the need for role 
models, people who show others what 
they are supposed to be.  One friend 
said that there aren’t many, if any, good 
visible role models.  He thought Tiger 
Woods was ok until the incident with 
him cheating on his wife.  He didn’t think 
there were many good role models in 
the music and entertainment industry 
either.  He mentioned that many popular 
rap artists like Giggs, Lil Wayne, Drake, 
Wil.i.am, as well as others could 
corrupt the minds of the youth with their 
unbiblical content.  T.V. programmes 
like South Park, Family Guy, and the 
Simpsons weren’t showing examples of 
a good man.  Often, father figures in 

So You’re 
A ‘REAL’ MAN? 

Youth - By Micah Green
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these programmes are far less 
than wise.  Even though these 
programmes could make you 
laugh, they could be racist, 
sexist and quite blasphemous, 
undermining the authority of 
Yahshua.

When asked where they got 
their good examples from 

Proverbs 22:6.  Also they felt Christian radio stations 
like UCB gave good biblical principles of how men 
(and women) are supposed to be. 

It seemed the good examples were in the minority, 
because in movies the man was often expected to 
be violent and have lots of women, cars and money.  
However, there is hope. In spite of the fact that there 
are so many negative stereotypes in the media, there 
are young men who have a good sense of what it 
takes to be a good man.

From the answers I got from my two friends, a real 
man treated a woman as his equal; he helped around 
the house and took care of his family.  Ultimately, 
though, he completely loved Yahweh.

So, young man, will you be a ‘real’ man?

one mentioned that they drew their examples from 
own fathers, who played the traditional role of fixing 
things around the house. This young person said that 
was exactly what he wanted to be like. Hmmm ...so 
let me think, the main role model of a male was his 
father...where have I heard that before?  I’m sure the 
Bible says something about that!  Check out these 
scriptures: Ephesians 6:4, Deuteronomy 6:2-5, and 

Youth
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Word For Today - By Kung’u Macharia

ALLOW THE SPIRIT TO LEAD

The present age, between the first coming of Messiah 
and His second advent, is the age of the Holy Spirit’s 
manifestation.  Since the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit 
has been causing men to be born again and setting 
His people free from their sins. Some day that work will 
be over.  Some day the last soul will have been saved.  
Some day the number of Yahweh’s chosen ones will be 
complete.  Until that time comes, the Spirit of Yahweh will 
be in the world and in the church with the purpose of 
saving the lost and perfecting the redeemed.

The church through the ages has conducted itself differently 
at different times.  While the Spirit has commended some 
of her actions, there is much that has led to His strong 
rebuke.  “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.  So 
be earnest, and repent” (Revelation 3:19).

The great missionary enterprise of modern times is to be 
commended, and sometimes the Gospel torch has been 
carried through hard and perilous places, needing strong 
men and women to have courage.  Nevertheless the 
Spirit warns us not to grow lax in this great undertaking 
as the task of discipling every nation must be completed.

Sections of today’s church can surely be rebuked on 
account of their unbelief and modernism, and because 
of its overdependence on its own energy.  It appears top-
heavy with organization.  We may have almost organized 
the Spirit out of the church.  Of course, we believe there is 
a real place for organization but one gets the impression 
that organization has, in many cases, usurped the place 
and the power of the Spirit.

“Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of 
[Yahweh] unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith [Yahweh] of hosts” 

(Zechariah 4:6, King James Version, see also John 16:7).

ALLOW THE SPIRIT TO LEAD
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Yahweh’s work is a supernatural work, and it must 
be done under the direction, and by the power, of 
His Spirit, as was the case in the days of the apostles.  
Plans, programs, organizations and the like can never 
be a substitute for submission to the Spirit’s sovereign 
leadership and enablement.  Surely there is great need 
today for emphasizing the place of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit would further rebuke the church because 
many believers have defiled their white garment by 
conforming to this present age (Revelation 3:4).  What 
was considered as moral and right is now called bigotry; 
perversion of holy standards is rampant and apostasy 
is on the increase.  Now is the time when the Spirit’s 
direction and power is needed most.

The time allocated for the church is only for that noble 
task of doing her ‘Master’s will’.  Are we truly conscious 
of this?  Paul the apostle exhorted the Ephesian church 
not to be fools but wise “making the most of every 
opportunity…” (Ephesians 5:15-16).

The church has to be fully committed to being:
• Yahshua’s ambassadors in the world - 
 2 Corinthians 5:20
•  The salt and the light of the world - Matthew 5:13,14
•  Yahweh’s witnesses to the world - Acts 1:8

As the Spirit calls His dear ones back to repentance may 
we turn to Him even in the closing days of this age and, 
as a church, be in the state that Yahshua would like to find 
us in that day of His glorious appearing.

The mission of the 
church is absolutely a 
matter of urgency.

The mission of the 
church is absolutely a 
matter of urgency.
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FROM US TO YOU
We hope you enjoyed this issue of Ha’Shem.  
It is distributed to all five continents, mostly to 
Africa.  We’ve maintained contact with many 
people over the years, thanks to the volunteers 
who support with correspondence and help to 
mail out Ha’Shem. 

Ha’Shem by airmail:

Our ministry is funded by people who give 
regularly to the charity, and from other 
donations.  However, we don’t have sufficient 
finances to send overseas issues by  airmail, so 
prolonged delivery methods are used.  We’re 
offering overseas subscribers the option to pay a 
fee to cover 2 issues so we can send your copies 
by airmail in future. If you would like to do this, 
please complete and return the form below.

Ha’Shem online:
We’d also like to point out that Ha’Shem can be 
viewed online. You could help us save by using 
this free option.  All we ask is that you become 
a member of our website and we’ll inform you 
when a new issue is posted.  You’ll also have 
access to additional features that are available 
to members only, for example, sermons, music 
tracks and church resources.  We encourage 
you to take up this opportunity by visiting www.
CongYah.co.uk and signing up for membership.

Ha’Shem
We value your opinion. Please send any comments or content ideas for future editions to: 
Ha’Shem Magazine, 92-94 North Sherwood Street, Nottingham. NG1 4EE  ENGLAND
Tel: +44 (0) 115 950 9314 or Email: admin@CongYah.co.uk 
www.CongYah.co.uk

All subscribers can support us by making a donation to help cover publication and 
postage costs.  Please fill in the form below, or visit the donations page of our website.
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Ha’Shem by airmail

    I would like to receive Ha’Shem by airmail. 

Please charge £8.50* to my credit/debit card. 

* This will cover postage for 2 editions.
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