






































IZIEROES OF THE FAITH

he was fasting once or twice a week and praying every
day), Keith went in search of a cross and found one in a
second-hand shop. It had been well worn by a pious
Ecuadorian monk. Driving home that day, something
broke inside, and through uncontrollable sobs he cried
out “Jesus...if You're really real...if You are who You say
You are please prove it to me. | need You; | need
something...show me the way. Prove that You're real, and
I'll serve You for ever...”

From that point on Keith made Yahshua his Master.
Things began to change rapidly. In his youthful all-or-
nothing zest, Keith perceived everything in either black or
white. In October 1973 when Keith was 20 he became
engaged to Melody Steiner,
a Jewish girl, 7 years his
senior. He made it clear to
her, “Mel, | want you to
know that if we do get
married | believe it's a
lifetime commitment. | don’t
believe in divorce.” Keith
had moved into Melody’s
apartment 5 months earlier.
On getting engaged he said
to her “I've read some
things in the Bible, and I'm
beginning to think that sex
outside of marriage is
wrong.” Shock waves hit
Melody as Keith ’
announced his
decision that the
couple should
remain celibate
until their wedding
day in December.
It proved a tough
time for them both,
but Keith wanted
to do what he felt l
was right.

Early on in his yae
‘Christian -
experience’ one
question repeatedly dogged Keith “Is Jesus really God?”
One friend told Keith he couldn’t even become a Christian
without settling this issue, so Keith made it his duty to find
out. As well as this issue, Keith was having tremendous
struggles in his Christianity. He loved, as he called Him,
“the Christ”, always, but to him Christianity held too many
contradictions, plus he was ever conscious of his own
failures and shortcomings and wondered if he would ever
be able to live up to Yahweh'’s ‘expectations’. Keith poured
out his frustrations in music and tried to drown his failures
by smoking or taking more drugs. It seemed he was on a
constant battlefield, and the devil was winning.

One night whilst performing, Keith poured out a lament
in a song based on the story of the Good Samaritan. He
later testified to Melody that while he was playing
‘Jericho’, he felt a touch from Yahweh. He made a
conscious decision to stop smoking. That night Keith said
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he had felt ‘the call’ of Yahweh in a strong way and had
a sense that the devil was losing his grip on him.
About a month after this experience the couple
decided to try and find a church. After some initial ‘bad
experiences’ it seemed that the ‘unseen Hand’ was
guiding them down a path that did lead to Himself.
Both Keith and Melody experienced the ‘new birth’ and
not long after this Keith settled the “Is Jesus really
God?” question after coming into an understanding of
the word ‘Trinity’.
One day Keith and Melody overheard some of their
Christian friends talking about a ‘wild’ party to which
they would be going. The couple decided to go along
out of curiosity. What they saw
shocked and gravely disturbed
them...Christians drinking
heavily, smoking dope and
blatantly ‘sleeping around'.
Keith left the party heavily
burdened. Surely you can’t be
a Christian and continue
doing as you like? Shouldn’t
Christians behave differently
from those around them?”
Keith fought inwardly
against the
contradictions he

- was witnessing in the
Christian lifestyle. So
many Christians
knew the right words
to say, but their
actions didn’t match
up. So many

‘ / professed to know

S

Yahweh, but their
behaviour and

- attitude suggested
otherwise. Keith

¢ somehow knew that

real Christians

should be people

who loved Yahweh

and lived holy lives;
that Christianity was more than ‘lip service’.

The question “What does it mean to ‘live for God”
was one that dogged Keith for a long time afterwards.
“Was a person a Christian just because he/she
repeats the ‘sinner’s prayer’? Was there not some
action required? Some outward change?” Though
what he saw depressed him, Keith Green knew one
thing for certain: he himself was not going to
compromise what he knew to be right, no matter what
people around him were doing. However he did want
to know what was expected of him when he saw
Christians making what he felt were ‘wrong’ choices.
The answer came during a Bible Study in the analogy
of Ezekiel’s ‘Watchman’.’ His determination to be a
‘watchman’ created for him a few enemies, but Keith
Green was now convinced of his position —'to warn’.
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Many years passed, and eventually | came to
England where | lived with my family, fellowshipping,
preaching, serving Yahweh through many years of
experience and growth. The time came when | became
very dissatisfied with the fellowship | attended. It felt as
though | could not find the biblical order in the Church.
Many souls were perishing and this was very grievous.
| remember speaking to the minister’s wife in the place
where | was worshipping that it shouldn’t be so, it
couldn’t be so, there must be something wrong. | think
this must have been confirmation for me, because she
knew Yahweh’'s Word, and she turned and said to me,
‘Well, this is the condition of the world as it is now;
anywhere you go you will find the same thing’, but |
said, ‘No, my dear sister, no, no, no; there MUST be a
people for Yahweh. | had made a study of the Word of
Yahweh daily, and | knew. Oh, how | wept and wept
and wept to find Yahweh’s people. | said for years,
‘Yahweh, where are Your people? There MUST be Your
people. | didn’t know what part of the world they were
in, but | looked in the Scriptures and | knew that
Yahweh MUST have a people of the Book.

| decided | could no longer continue to fellowship,
and therefore remained at home for two long years, in
which | prayed and wept, and felt like a backslider,
although | did not live carelessly. During this time |
feasted on Yahweh's Word; if | did not read and study
the Word of Yahweh | believe | would have died; it is
food for the hungry soul. | bought good books by
spiritual authors and fed my soul on them also, but all
the while | felt as though | was in mourning.

One day | was weeping, and | looked toward
heaven and said, ‘My God, am I going to die like this?
Is this the end of my spiritual walk, after all these years
of serving You? Please don’t let me die like this!

At about the same time, | began to think of a
brother | had known ten years previously while in
fellowship in the church in Derby. Like myself, he had
become discouraged and dissatisfied with the lack of
biblical order in the church, and he had left and moved
back to live in Nottingham. | told my wife that | kept
thinking of brother Gordon; | then began dreaming
about him also; it was as though | was longing to see
him. This went on for weeks and then into months, until
the day came when my wife suggested | should try to
discover where he lived. | had no idea how to find him,
but when | mentioned this to another mutual friend, he
gave me his address.

Over the next few months | wrote to this brother;
and we met and began having fellowship together. We
discussed the Word together, and wrote long letters
and my soul revived. One day he described to me a
group of people he had met in Nottingham. He had
attended two meetings with these people, and the
description he gave me made me so excited that | had
to ask him why he had not told me about them before!

The first Sabbath that | could, | made my way to
Nottingham from Derby to attend the service. The very
first song | heard sung in the Congregation of Yahweh
was ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, Yahweh Almighty’! Oh, 1 will
never forget that day, or that song! | would like to feel
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that way for the rest of my life! | felt | was taken away!
And then the preacher stood up, and it was brother
Peter! What a service! My soul was satisfied! After that
long search for truth, | had come home! | had found
Yahweh'’s people! My soul was electrified under the
sermon, in the worship - my soul wasn’t wondering if |
had made a mistake. From the very moment that the
first song began, | knew in my heart that | was going to
worship with this group of people.

There were many people that day enjoying the
Sabbath service, and | wanted it to finish so | could
rush home to tell my wife - | was so excited. The coach
journey home felt like a snail - it was so slow and
seemed to take so long! | rushed in and said,
‘Claudette - | have found such a lovely group of people
- | have found our spiritual home!’, expecting her to
share my new-found joy. | was sadly mistaken. She
looked at me and said quietly, ‘Listen to me. If you think
you are going to drag me around England to services,
you are sadly mistaken!’ Imagine my disappointment! |
couldn’t say another word!

The following Sabbath my wife came with me to the
meeting, and after another Sabbath service it was she
who was getting me up on Sabbath morning to travel to
Nottingham - she, too, had found the people she had
been praying to meet, and the church she had been
longing for. Soon after this, during one service, the
Holy Spirit began to deal with Claudetie in a great way;
after the meeting and all the way home to Derby in the
car she was weeping and weeping, and as soon as we
arrived home she went to her room, and cried herself
to sleep. That experience sealed us.

Frankly speaking, | have had many proofs that
Yahweh is working among His people. | have observed
over the months and years, this group of people match
up to Yahweh’s Word. | have seen by their living, their
example, by words, by their love, by everything, that,
yes, these are Yahweh’s people. When | went to New-
castle and met the brethren there | felt the same love,
the same welcome, the same freedom. Then the same
thing when | went to Aylesbury - wherever we go and
meet these people they are just the same. The love,
the welcome, the care - everything.

| know that Yahweh has answered my prayer; it was
worth the mourning and the weeping. Since coming
into the Congregation there have been changes; |
learned of Yahweh’s Name, and of many other things. |
had doubts, and searched the Scriptures, questioning
Him, and seeking Him for answers. He gave me the
patience to wait, and either by a book, or by some
other method only known to Yahweh and myself, |
waited, until | had the full assurance from His Word that
His Feast days are right. My soul has been blessed.
And now, old as | am, | am still waiting on Yahweh, with
my dear wife, Claudette, who is such a help and
inspiration to me, seeking to do His will. Together, we
are seeking to serve Yahweh among His people. Truly
we have found our spiritual home among His people - a
people for His name. HalleluYah! 37
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FEATURE

as the Son had. to re-create what had
heen formerly, through the proceeding
word of re-creation prophecy. Surely
this was 4 manifestation of re-creating
what was in the Father's heart, through
a man!

LSAIED) Wis o NIdil working wih
Yahweh., He prophecied: “Therefore
[Yahweh] hinwself will give you a sign:
The virgin will be with child and will
give birh o a son, and will call him
Immanuel” Isajah 7:14. T believe that
things do not just happen by chance
or by accident; we see here that
Yahweh prophecied His will into
being through u muan. Moreover,
reflecting on Isainh 33 shows us that
hundreds of years hefore the
crucifixion, Tsaiah brought a
greater concept of Cakary
through his writings than
the actual eye-witnesses
of the crucifixion were
able to describe,
confounding humanity.

Surely this is an example

of the proceeding word

of redemptive history,
hringing Yahweh's will inwo
heing through the word ¢
prophecy!

YAHSHUA’S WORD
BROUGHT LIFE

One day in the synagoguc Yahshua
found Himself being walched by the
Pharisees, who were waiting for an
opporunity to trap Iim: *.. .and a man
with a shriveled hand was there.
Looking for a reason to accuse
[Yahshual, they asked him, “1s it lawful
to heal on the Sabbath?™ Matthew
12:10. After a shor discourse with the
Pharisees, Yahshua looked at the man
and commanded: “Stretch out your
hand” Marhew 12:13. Immediately the
man, who had no use or life in his
hand, was suddenly completels weell,
by the spoken word of Yahshua. On
another occasion, when witness to a
funcral in the village of Nain, Yahshua
felt great pity for the widow who had
heen lef alone, following the death of
her only son: “Then he went up and
touched the coffin, and those carrying
it stoed still. He said, “Young man, I
say to you, get upl’ The dead man sat
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up und began to talk, and [Yahshuoal
gave him back to his mother” Luke
7:14.

Yahshua's word brought the young
man back o life. He loved to do the
will of His Father.

YAHSHUA - THE SAME
YESTERDAY, TODAY AND
FOREVER

LOINg 0N O Nere we see Peter
and John going into the temple, and a
lame man there begging for alms. He
had been there for many years, and
Peter's words (o him changed die man's
life: for ever: “Then Peter said, ‘Look at
us ..silver or gold T do not have, but
what [ have I give you. In the name of

[Yuhshua the Messiahl of Nazaretl,
walk!™ Acts 3:4-6.

Peter was working with Yahweeh,
ard Yahshua healed exactly the same
as He had when He was on the carth.
Peter was in touch. He waus hearing,
and seeing. and understanding
Yahweh's will, and doing what pleased
the Father just as Yahshua had done
hefore him. Today. how we need men
and women who will work with
Yahweh like this!

When Ananias and Sapphim tried
to lie 1o Peter about a4 business
transaction they had completed, the
same authority of the spoken word was
evident, working through Peter: “Now
a man named Anarias, together with
his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of
property, With his wife's full
knowledge he kept back part of the
moncey for himself, but brought the rest

and put it at the apostles’ feet. Then
Peter said, *Ananias, how is it that Satn
has so filled your heart that you have
lieel to the Holy Spirit and have kept
for yourself some of the money you
received for the land? Didn't it belong
t vou betore it was sold? And aher it
was sold, wasn't the money at your
disposal? What made you think of
doing such u thing? You huve not lied
to men but to [Yahweh) When Ananias
heard this, he fell down and died. And
great tear seized ull wlo heard what
had happened” Acts 5:1-0.

Similarly, when the apostle Paul
was witnessing to the proconsul of the
island of Paphos, we see Satan trying
to block Yahweh's work towards this
Roman official:

"But  Elymas the sorcerer
...opposed them and tried to twrn the
proconsul from the faith. Then Saul...

filed with the Holy Spirit, looked

straight at Elymas and said,

You are 4 child of the devil

and an cnemy of everything

that is right...now the

hand ol [Yahweh] is

against you. You are going

w he blind. and for a time

you will be unable tw see

the light of the sun.

Immediately mist and

darkness came over him, und he

groped about, seeking someone 10

lecad him by the hand. When the

proconsul saw what had happened,
he believed. . .™ Acts 13:8-12.

Itis a sobering fact that if someone
in our dav was working with Yahweh
in this area of authority, they would
have 1o be very close 1o Yahweh
indeed, in order not 1o seek for sclf-
aggrandiscment but for Yahwel's
glory. This kind of authority calls for
great humiliny.

THE PROCEEDING WORD
THROUGH A PROPHETIC
PEOPLE

In conclusion, we have seen that
approximately G000 years ago the earth
was in a state of total confusion, and it
has been suggested that today the
world is facing a similar crisis. 1 ask
the question, ‘How is Yahweh going
1o set the present world chaos in order?
What about the world banking system?
The economy? The disasters? Famines?
Inequaliy?
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